* 02/03/2006 15:01 FAX 18472723417 EVEREST IP LAW GROUP * USPTO ©004/005 

AppL No. 10/684,015 Atty Dkl. No. 1 14216-008 

Response to Communication mailed January 3, 2006 

REMARKS 
New Claim 

Claim 18 has been added and is similar to claim 1. Claim 18 reads on Species I and is 
generic to other Species. Applicant submits claim 1 8 is fully supported by the application as 
originally filed. Furthermore, Applicant submits claim 18 is allowable. Claim 18 is repeated 
below for convenience. 

Claim 18 (new): A string fixing device for use with a string comprising: 

a plug; and a socket into which the plug is inserted, wherein said plug has a plug body 

having a first string passage hole, and a plurality of elastically deformable leg pieces extending 

from the plug body; 

said socket has a second string passage hole that is in communication with said first 
string passage hole when the first and second string passage holes are aligned and a third string 
passage hole into which the string can be inserted; and 

when the string is inserted into the third passage hole at least one leg piece of the 
plurality of elastically deformable leg pieces contacts and holds the string. 

Claim 18 is similar to claim I except for the last paragraph. As previously argued with 
regards to claim 1 , claim 1 8 also pertains to a string fixing device and also calls for "a plurality 
of elastically deformable leg pieces extending from the plug body.*' Again, Holmberg simply 
does not have a plurality of elastically deformable leg pieces extending from the plug body. 
Rather, Holmberg shows a spring 13 pushing a front slide 1 1 and a rear slide 12 apart from each 
other. 

further, claim 18 calls for "when the string is inserted into the third passage hole at least 
one leg piece of the plurality of elastically deformable leg pieces contacts and holds the string." 
As previously pointed out regarding claim 1, Holmberg has a hole 22 through a casing 10 for a 
shoelace when the rear slide 12 is slid against the spring 1 3. See Fig. 5. Again, Holmberg also 
has holes 16, 17 which are aligned for the shoelace when the front slide 1 1 is slid against the 
spring 13. See Fig. 6. Nowhere does Holmberg show, describe or suggest that it has a plurality 
of elastically deformable leg pieces in which when the string is inserted into the third passage 
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hole at least one leg piece of the plurality of elastically deformable leg pieces contacts and holds 
the string. 

Thus, Applicant submits that claim 18 is allowable over Holmberg. 

CONCLUSION 

For the foregoing reasons, Applicant submits that the patent application is in condition 
for allowance and requests a Notice of Allowance be issued. 



Respectfully submitted 

Everest Intellectual Property Law Group 





Michael S. Leonard, Reg. No. 37,557 
P,0. Box 708 
Northbrook, IL 60065 
Phone:(847)272-3400 
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